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Collectors
Collectors
Collectors

Whether they frequent garage sales, antique shops,
auctions or the Internet, some people are always
searching for something to add to their collections.
This weekly series will profile area residents and the
objects they treasure.

Beads and

buckskin

Former entertainment executive
prizes Native American art
By Lindsay Wood

A

lan Hirschfield has his own museum
of Native American artifacts inside his
home in Wilson.
One of the prizes of his collection is a
beaded scalp shirt worn by Short Bull, a cousin
of Sitting Bull. The long-sleeved buckskin piece
hangs on a wall in Hirschfield’s living room. Eightto 10-inch tassels of human hair — mostly black
with a few telling red strands — decorate the arms
of the garment.
More than 200 artifacts line Hirschfield’s home
from ceiling to floor: intricately formed tobacco
bags, vests, ceremonial dresses, octopus bags,
pottery and cradleboards. He seeks out mostly
Plains and Plateau Indian art made by tribes
like the Cheyenne, Sioux, Blackfoot, Shoshone,
Apache, Arapaho and Nez Perce.
“One of the reasons is it’s where we live,”
Hirschfield said, “and to me Plains Indians are
the most interesting.”
He pointed out a beaded breastplate pouch he
called a Potawatomi bag. Inside a smaller pouch
on the front, two androgynous wooden figures
peeked from the top of the flap.
The bag was owned by someone with “strong

This beaded jacket, adorned with human hair,
belonged to Short Bull of the Oglala Sioux, who
fought at the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876.
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Alan Hirschfield’s Wilson home is filled with Native American clothing, bags, pottery, toys and other
items. Though not Native American, Buffalo Bill’s leather jacket, right, is an exceptional piece of
history, he said. Hirschfield started his collection in the 1970s.

medicine,” Hirschfield said. The figures are fertility images with religious significance, the kind of
stuff “you don’t mess around with.”
His collection started with a two pieces: a
Kachina doll and a fringed leather tobacco bag.
The doll was given to Hirschfield and his wife,
Berte, by his parents. The 1890s Sioux tobacco
bag with hand-beaded warrior pictorials and
woven porcupine quills was the first artifact he
bought himself.
“Really the artist’s work is extraordinary,” he
said, “because each bead is strung with sinew and
put on to the buckskin.”
Before Europeans traded beads to Native
Americans, the artists would use porcupines quills
or bird feathers to create designs. Some patterns
were simpler than the beaded handiwork, but quill
weaving wasn’t easy. The Hirschfields learned
that firsthand when they took a quill weaving
class and he could barely make a fist afterward.
“Thank God I didn’t have to make a living doing that,” said Hirschfield, who made his living in
the film and music business.
Other quill work is elaborate and stunning.
Native American gift baskets found around the
Nevada and California borders, for example, are
ornate works of art. The outsides are made of
feathers fashioned to form graphic patterns. The
handles and trim are decorated with tiny shells.
While Hirschfield primarily collects Plains Indian art, he sometimes ends up with a few things
he didn’t intend to buy, like a Northwestern Coast
dyed grass basket circa 1900. The frog and fish
design captured his imagination, and the vessel
seemed to belong in his Wyoming log home.

There’s a limited amount of this type of historical art in existence, so when Hirschfield finds a
piece that excites him, he snaps it up.
“There are no hard and fast rules to collecting,”
he said. “If you see something that’s really wonderful, then you should buy it if you can if you
have the opportunity.”
He and his longtime pal Charles Diker attend the Santa Fe (N.M.) Indian Market each
year, shopping together for four days straight.
Diker was the person responsible for introducing
Hirschfield to his “addiction in the best sense” in
the 1970s.
“It’s fun,” Hirschfield said. “It’s a culture, but
you’ve got to be a little nuts the way we do it.
[Berte] will come about once every five years and
last for about two days. I don’t blame her.”
She does enjoy the aesthetic once her husband’s prizes are at home. Their home, completed
in 1984, was designed with his acquisitions in
mind. The 12-sided living area was constructed
in the style of a hogan, the traditional dwelling of
the Navajo people.
There’s not a room in the house without a nod
to Indian culture and art. Hirschfield even put
out a book, “Living with American Indian Art:
The Hirschfield Collection,” in 2012 to share his
caboodle with the world.
The spirituality and historical importance of
artifacts like Short Bull’s scalp shirt are the allure for him.
“It really speaks to me,” Hirschfield said. “It
has a presence. I feel the spirit of Short Bull, and
at night it has a totally different feel. It’s very
organic, very spiritual.”

People
The Jackson District of the Boy
Scouts of America held its annual
Adult Recognition Night on Friday at
the Elks Lodge. Teton County Search
and Rescue was honored for its service
to the valley with the district’s Hero
in the Community Award, and Connie Hansen was given the district’s
highest honor, the Award of Merit.
In addition, the following Scout
leaders were recognized:
Gary Edington received the Extra Miler Award. David Watson was
named Scoutmaster of the Year. Beth
Carlson was Cub Leader of the Year,
and Nicole Danby was Cubmaster of
the Year.
Jennifer Weston and Ginger
Eva were named Webelos Den Leaders of the Year. Richard Reese and
Delanie Johnson were Bear Den
Leaders of the Year. Doug Ayers and
Matt Hall were Wolf Den Leaders of
the Year, and Cheri Healy and Lonnie Brown were named Tiger Cub
Leaders of the Year.
•
The Cultural Council of Jackson
Hole welcomed Gary Silberberg to its
board of directors and Leah Shlachter
as coordinator for the organization,
starting next month.

Silberberg co-founded the Center of
Wonder, a Jackson Hole nonprofit devoted to the experience of wonder in the
arts, science and nature. For the past
year, the center has funded the Collaborating for a Creative Community (C3)
arts grant program.
Silberberg also is
involved with other
nonprofits, including New Initiatives
in Public Education, the Center for
the Arts, the Murie Center and the
Community Foundation of Jackson
Hole. He and his Shlachter
family moved to
Wyoming in 2000. He is a graduate of
Brown University and the Yale School
of Law.
At the Cultural Council of Jackson
Hole, he joins board members Christian Burch, Emy DiGrappa, Cynthia
Huyffer, Macey Mott, Tayloe Piggott,
Lisa Samford and Cathy Wikoff.
Shlachter has lived in Jackson for
nearly 13 years. Her creative background is in writing, and she holds a
Bachelor of Arts in English, emphasis in creative writing, from the Uni-

versity of Puget Sound in Tacoma,
Wash. She has been involved with
the Jackson Hole Writers conference since 2008 and has written an
80-page hybrid poetry/fiction manuscript that was named a finalist in
Starcherone Book’s 2011 Innovative
Fiction Contest. She has worked as a
barista at Pearl Street Bagels and for
the past seven and a half years has
been a server at Trio. She will take
over the coordinator position from
Alissa Davies in June.
•
Teton Science Schools announced
the selection of its new executive director last week.
Scott Ferguson, of Santa Fe,
N.M., was chosen by the school’s board
of directors, selected from a group of
almost 400 applicants from across the
globe. He was unanimously approved
by the board at its April 16 meeting.
Ferguson was selected because of
his “nonprofit and business expertise,
along with his global experience,” said
Peter Stalker, chairman of the board.
Nate McClennen, head of Journeys
School, said Ferguson “brings a firm
belief in innovation and excellence,
which are synchronous with the goals
of Teton Science Schools.”

Ferguson will replace Jack Shea,
who will become head of the Meridian
School in Seattle.
•
The May-June issue of Audubon
magazine features the efforts of David
Gonzales and the nonprofit Treefight
to save whitebark pines. Learning
from ecologists in Grand Teton National Park who had been tagging
stands with verbenone packets for
years, Gonzales arranged a partnership with the Bridger-Teton Forest
Service to tag and monitor trees.
•
Katie-Chloe Stock of WordenGroup Strategic Public Relations
has been promoted from account assistant to account coordinator, announced WordenGroup principal
Darla Worden.
Stock, who oversees the PR firm’s
Jackson office, will be working with
clients to attain their public relations
goals as well as distributing news releases and coordinating social media
and photography.
In her two years at WordenGroup,
Stock has helped coordinate large
events, including the annual International Pedigree Stage Stop Sled Dog
Race and Fall Arts Festival.

